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INDIAN OCEAN DRIVE — SAFETY 

373. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Road Safety: 

I refer to Indian Ocean Drive, which has tragically taken so many lives. What is this government doing to improve 
safety on this stretch of regional road, something that should have been done years ago? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

I thank the member for Burns Beach for the question. As a former police officer, I know that he would have 
attended many road crashes, some of which would have involved death and serious injury. The constituents in 
Burns Beach are clearly very fortunate to have someone as concerned about road safety as he is. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Sorry, member, this is actually a very serious issue. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Unlike the member for Bateman, the member for Burns Beach is really interested in the 
answer, because he has attended road crashes in which people died or were seriously injured. This is not just 
a matter of a few glib statistics for him; it is real. Behind every one of the statistics of those people who have died 
on Indian Ocean Drive and other regional roads there are families and groups of friends whose lives have been 
permanently affected. 

Since the beginning of 2016 there have been six fatal crashes and 10 fatalities on Indian Ocean Drive. Just recently, 
in August, three more people were killed in one crash: an 83-year-old man, and a woman and her six-year-old son. 
I would particularly like to pay my condolences and those of the Parliament to the families who were affected by 
that crash and the other crashes that have occurred on that and other regional roads in recent times. 

As part of our response, we are putting together a road safety audit, looking at what measures are independently 
assessed as being the most effective in trying to prevent death and serious injury on that road. Some matters have 
already been fast-tracked. The Minister for Transport announced on the weekend that $7 million in funding has 
been brought forward for extra passing lanes on Indian Ocean Drive, and that is something that I welcome. We are 
also looking at other measures, including more audible edge linings, although I note that there are some already in 
place. It may be possible to have some audible strips in the middle of the road as well, to try to prevent head-on 
crashes. We have put in some electronic message boards. If anyone was travelling on Indian Ocean Drive on the 
weekend or subsequently, they will have seen those in place, giving a strong road safety message. 

On Saturday I went out on patrol to have a look for myself and witnessed police officers pulling over cars and 
a motorcycle that were speeding. As part of the response, we need the community to get the message as well. Just 
last week, someone had their ute confiscated because they were doing more than 45 kilometres an hour over the 
speed limit. It is not just a matter of government taking action, although we are taking action, bringing those 
measures forward and putting measures in place; we are also deploying a range of police officers so that we have 
better enforcement on that road. Disappointingly, though, there are still people speeding. In fact, one 
motorcyclist—part of a group of motorcyclists who were well over the limit—was doing 187 kilometres an hour 
on Indian Ocean Drive last week. At 187 kilometres an hour on a — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is a serious matter. At 187 kilometres an hour, you stand no chance of survival. 
People in vehicles need to know that if they have a head-on crash on Indian Ocean Drive or another regional road 
and they are going in excess of 130 or 140 kilometres an hour, they will be killed. 
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